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ASSESSMENT: This module is assessed by 100% coursework, consisting of two short essays (worth 25% each, counting the outlines), a take-home test (30%), and class activities (20%). 
INSTANT DEADLINE CHECKER

	Assignment Title
	Due Date
	Coursework Weighting*
	Feedback Due

	Outline 1
	31 October
	5.00%
	7 November

	Short Essay 1
	14 November
	20.00%
	28 November

	Outline 2
	5 December
	5.00%
	12 December

	Short Essay 2
	19 December
	20.00%
	24 December

	Take-home Test
	19 December
	30.00%
	24 December


TOP READS

There is no required reading for this module. Instead, students will listen to lectures that will be posted online. 
MODULE DESCRIPTION
This module seeks to introduce students to the study of international relations, with a particular focus on understanding patterns of international cooperation and conflict. The goal is to help you understand why we do not always see outcomes that would appear to be in everyone's interests. Though historical and contemporaneous examples will sometimes be given to illustrate key concepts, the focus is on broader, more generalizable arguments about enduring puzzles of international relations. 

 We will develop theoretical arguments using game theory and evaluate their primary observable implications using statistical analysis. As such, there will be a considerable amount of mathematical material in this module, but rest assured that no background in either game theory or statistical analysis is assumed or required, and the coursework will primarily focus on your understanding of the substantive arguments developed and evaluated with these tools rather than your command of mathematics. However, I do assume familiarity with basic arithmetic. You will, at times, be expected to perform basic operations (e.g., multiplication, addition, and subtraction) on whole numbers, and make sense of fractions or decimals. You will also be asked to interpret tables of statistical results and identify equilibria in the simplest of game theoretic models. Lectures on game theory and statistical analysis, as well as optional lectures covering useful background material, will be provided, wherein I will explain how this is done. It's simpler than it sounds.
In the lectures, I make many simplifying assumptions. Bear in mind that the goal of this module is to introduce you to the study of international relations. The lectures already bring you closer to the current state of research than is true of most equivalent modules at other universities. There is a limit to how much information can be squeezed into one module. Moreover, as one of the early lectures discusses, simplification is both less avoidable and more justifiable than you might realise. This module doesn't tell you everything you might wish to know about international relations, but you will walk away with a better understanding of the world if you make a sincere effort to understand the material.
MODULE STRUCTURE AND TEACHING

Activities: Most class sessions will be devoted to activities that are designed to assess your understanding of the lecture material and/or reinforce key points from lecture. A tentative schedule of activities and the associated lectures appears below. 
Q&A: Some class sessions will be set aside for Q&A rather than activities. The Q&A sessions are purely for your benefit and will not directly impact your assessment for the module.
ASSESSMENT
Marks for this module will be determined by a take-home test (worth 30%), two short essays (1000 word minimum, 1500 maximum; worth 25% each), and in-class activities (worth 20%). More information about will be provided in class. The take-home test will consist of 60 multiple choice questions drawn entirely from lecture material. The test will be posted on Moodle no later than three weeks prior to its due date. The essays will require you to select one argument from one of the lectures and provide an example from current events, history, everyday life, or fiction, that illustrates the argument. Part of your mark for the essays (5%) will come from your submission of an outline of the essay. Your outlines will not be marked for content. If you provide an acceptable outline, you will receive the 5%. You will also receive formative feedback that should help you write a better essay. The activities will assess your knowledge of the lectures and serve to reinforce key points. Typically, they will require you to make simple (often binary) decisions that mirror those made by important actors in a theoretical model discussed in the associated lecture.
COURSEWORK SUBMISSION
	Assignment Title
	Due Date
	Coursework Weighting*
	Feedback Due

	Outline 1
	31 October
	5.00%
	7 November

	Short Essay 1
	14 November
	20.00%
	28 November

	Outline 2
	5 December
	5.00%
	12 December

	Short Essay 2
	19 December
	20.00%
	24 December

	Take-home Test
	19 December
	30.00%
	24 December


LIST OF LECTURES
The “R” lectures are required. You will be held accountable for this material through test questions and activities. The “O” lectures are optional. You will not be asked questions about them on the tests, nor will class activities be based upon them, though you may choose arguments presented in them for your short essays. They are offered for your benefit. I strongly encourage everyone to listen to at least the first two optional lectures. The lectures on game theory and statistical analysis will be easier to follow if you do so, and subsequent lectures will rely heavily upon game theory and statistical analysis.
	R1. Puzzles of International Relations

R2. Science as Simplification

O1. Mathematical Preliminaries

R3. Statistical Analysis

R4. Game Theory

R5. Theories of IR

R6. Foregone Benefits of Cooperation

R7. Coordination Problems

R8. Collaboration Problems

R9. Trust Problems

O2. Arms Races

R10. Systemic Forces

O3. The Global Environment 

R11. International Institutions

R12. Domestic Politics

O4 Human Rights
	R13. Avoidable Costs of Conflict

O5. Symbolic and Electoral Distortions

R14. Commitment Problems

R15. Information Problems

O6. Nuclear Weapons

R16. Systemic Forces

R17. International Institutions

R18. Domestic Politics

R19. Terrorism

O7. Protests

R20. Insurgency




CLASS SCHEDULE
Monday, 10th October: Introduction and module overview

Tuesday, 11th October: Activity for Lecture R2

Monday, 17th October: Activity for Lecture R3

Tuesday, 18th October: Activity for Lecture R4

Monday, 24th October: Q&A session

Tuesday, 25th October: Activity for Lecture R6 

Monday, 31st October: Activity for Lectures R7 and R8

Tuesday, 1st November: Activity for Lecture R9

Monday, 7th November: Activity for Lecture R11

Tuesday, 8th November: Activity for Lecture R12

Monday, 14th November: Activity for Lecture R13

Tuesday, 15th November: Q&A session

Monday, 21st November: Activity for Lecture R14

Tuesday, 22nd November: Q&A session

Monday, 28th November: Activity for Lecture R15

Tuesday, 29th November: Q&A session

Monday, 5th December: Activity for Lecture R17

Tuesday, 6th December: Activity for Lecture R18

Monday, 12th December: Activity for Lectures R19 and R20

Tuesday, 13th December: Q&A session
How to submit your essays using FASer (Online Coursework Submission)

You will be able to access the online submission via your myEssex portal or via https://faser.essex.ac.uk. FASer allows you to store your work-in-progress. This facility provides you with an ideal place to keep partially completed copies of your work and ensures that no work, even drafts, is lost. If you have problems uploading your coursework, you should contact ltt@essex.ac.uk. You may find it helpful to look at the FASer guide http://www.essex.ac.uk/elen/student/ocs.shtm. If you have any questions about FASer, please contact your administrator or refer to the handbook.
Under NO circumstances is your coursework to be emailed to the administrators or the lecturer. This will NOT be counted as a submission.
Coursework deadline policy for undergraduates
There is a single policy at the University of Essex for the late submission of coursework in undergraduate courses. Essays must be uploaded before 09.45 on the day of the deadline.

All coursework submitted after the deadline will receive a mark of zero. The mark of zero shall stand unless the student submits satisfactory evidence of extenuating circumstances that indicate that the student was unable to submit the work prior to the deadline. For further information on late submission of coursework and extenuating circumstances procedures please refer to http://www2.essex.ac.uk/academic/students/ug/extenug.html.

Outline and essay feedback will be given via FASer. Test feedback will be given via Moodle.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a very serious academic offence and whether done wittingly or unwittingly it is your responsibility.  Ignorance is no excuse!  The result of plagiarism could mean receiving a mark of zero for the piece of coursework. In some cases, the rules of assessment are such that a mark of zero for a single piece of coursework could mean that you will fail your degree.  If it is a very serious case, you could be required to withdraw from the University. It is important that you understand right from the start of your studies what good academic practice is and adhere to it throughout your studies. The Department will randomly select coursework for plagiarism checks and lecturers are very good at spotting work that is not your own.  
Plagiarism gets you nowhere; DON’T DO IT!
Please familiarise yourself with the University’s policy on academic offences: http://www.essex.ac.uk/academic/docs/regs/offpro.shtm
Extenuating circumstances for late submission of coursework
The university has guidelines on what is acceptable as extenuating circumstances for later submission of coursework. If you need to make a claim, you should upload your coursework to FASer and submit a late submission of coursework form which can be found here: http://www2.essex.ac.uk/academic/students/ug/crswk_pol.htm. This must be done within seven days of the deadline. FASer closes for all deadlines after seven days. The Late Submissions committee will decide whether your work should be marked and you will be notified of the outcome.

If you experience significant longer-term extenuating circumstances that prevent you from submitting your work either by the deadline or within seven days of the deadline, you should submit an Extenuating Circumstances Form for the Board of Examiners to consider at the end of the year http://www2.essex.ac.uk/academic/students/ug/extenug.html.
